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An alien shuttle lands outside Toronto’s Royal Ontario Museum. A six-legged being emerges, who says, in
perfect English,*“Take me to a paleontologist.” It seems that Earth, and the alien’s home planet, and the
home planet of another alien species traveling on the alien mothership, all experienced the same five
cataclysmic events at the same times in their prehistory (one was the asteroid impact that on Earth wiped
out the dinosaurs). Both alien races believe this proves the existence of God: God has obviously been
playing with the evolution of life on each of these planets. From this provocative launch point, Sawyer tells
a fast-paced, and morally and intellectually challenging, SF story that just grows larger and larger in scope.
Calculating God is science fiction on a grand scale.

“Sawyer is an author of boundless confidence and bold scientific extrapolation.’—The New York Times
Sawyer’s novels are “scientifically plausible, fictionally intriguing and ethically important.”—New Scientist

“A new novel by Sawyer is always a major event. Calculating God is most compelling when Tom Jericho
and the alien Hollus debate the role of circumstance in the origin of organic life, taking in quantum theory,
paleontology, evolution, biochemistry, and astronomy.—Quill & Quire

“Much of this novel is relatively cerebral, as Jericho and Hollus argue over the scientific data Hollus has
gathered in support of God’s existence, but Sawyer excels at developing both protagonists into full-fledged
characters, and he adds tension to his story in several ways: Jericho has terminal cancer, which gives him a
personal stake in discovering the truth of the alien’s claims, and lurking in the background are a murderous
pair of abortion-clinic bombers who have decided that the museum’s Burgess Shale exhibition is an
abomination that must be destroyed. This is unusually thoughtful science fiction.’—Publishers Weekly
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